Anaesthesiology.
Because of the extension of laparoscopic surgery to older patients with more complicated medical histories, anaesthetists increasingly have to face the problem of haemodynamic and respiratory tolerance of the technique. The management of such problems requires the understanding of the mechanisms involved, and their implications in terms of patient selection. Protocols where the maintenance of anaesthesia is provided using halogenated agents like isoflurane or desflurane have been shown to blunt the increase in systemic vascular resistances induced by CO2 insufflation and therefore enhance the haemodynamic tolerance of this procedure.